Advice on Performing Right Society licenses for Masonic Halls


Provincial Grand Lodge has been made aware that the Performing Right Society (PRS) have recently resumed the targeting of Masonic Halls and Masonic Lodges and in some cases putting pressure on individual Lodges to take out PRS licences

This advice is therefore supplied on PRS and a similar organisation PPL
Both these organisations hold different copyrights and it may well be that it is necessary to have licences from each, it is also possible neither can force you to have one depending on what music and entertainment is performed on the particular Masonic Premises.  In general PRS relates to public performances and transmissions of copyrighted music and lyrics; PPL relates to the playing of recorded music on commercial premises

It is likely that more Masonic Halls will require a PRS than a PPL and those halls which are regularly used for “outside functions” using DJ’s video juke boxes etc may require both

There is some helpful background to this. About 10 years ago the PRS exchanged correspondence with the UGLE requesting details of all Masonic Lodges; they were then pursuing the view that every individual lodge would require a licence.  UGLE in return asked the PRS to produce “evidence” they held the copyright to Masonic Music

The PRS could not provide such evidence and accepted that as Masonic Music was probably written by and for Masons over 100 years ago and the composers did not sign up to the PRS no license was required for the likes of - opening and closing odes, WM and ladies songs, singing grace, “so mote it be” etc.  It is also accepted no license is required for singing the national anthem

What this means is that a Masonic Hall which does not hold social events or run a bar/club where music or TV is played probably does not need either a PRS or PPL license
Masonic Halls which hold social events where “non Masonic” music is played or performed, or rent out the building to fitness clubs etc where background music is played, where radio/tv/CD’s etc are played which can be heard by more than one individual possibly require both licences
Once a Masonic Hall decides it needs a license this then gets more complex.  Each organisations website will have to be researched by the management committee to decide the most cost effective way to obtain a license; it is certainly going to cost a minimum of £100 per annum for each and could be over £1,000 for a PRS

The PRS tariff for clubs/community group (tariff JMC) is the one they would prefer.  Some halls could claim the less expensive Charity (tariff CB) is the appropriate fee to pay

What is fairly clear is that if a Masonic Club has a TV an additional fee is required (approx £200 to £400 per year depending on size of TV)

Another issue is that in the first year the fee is increased by 50% if “they come to you” rather than you applying to them

Whilst it is against the law to perform copyright music in public without these licenses,  individual Masonic Lodges should not capitulate to PRS pressure to take out their own license as they are required per premise, not per Lodge

It has been considered if Province (or even if UGLE) should take out these licenses for all Masonic buildings but as there is such difference in the operation and management of Masonic Halls and because individual buildings can impact on the cost of the license this would be too complex and complicated to be of significant benefit
For further information on these issues please see the websites

www.prsformusic.com or www.ppluk.com
or contact the Provincial Information Officer
jwatts@pgldurham.org
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